SAMPLE - Member letter to the Minister

You may use this letter verbatim or as a guideline to send your own personal letter to the Minister (include your name and address).

The Honourable David Caplan
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care
10th Floor, Hepburn Block
80 Grosvenor St.
Toronto, ON
M7A 2C4


Dear Mr. Caplan,

I am an Ontario dental assistant and a member of the Ontario Dental Assistants Association (ODAA). My fellow dental assistants and I have been anxiously waiting for the Health Professions Regulatory Advisory Committee (HPRAC) to review a request for regulation of Ontario dental assistants. We were told that this would take place by 2010. This would bring us one step closer to becoming a regulated health profession, a goal that Ontario dental assistants have been anticipating for several years.

However, our Association has informed us that a decision was made by your office to extend the timelines for HPRAC projects. This extension means that the review for the regulation of Ontario dental assistants has been postponed to 2012 - two years later than the initial deadline.

I can’t express how disappointed I am to receive this news. As an Ontario dental assistant, I take a great deal of pride in my work. I’ve been formally educated and trained to perform the same scope of practice as dental assistants in the rest of Canada. Yet, because I work in one of the only two provinces in which dental assistants are not regulated (the other being Quebec), there are certain duties that I am not allowed to do.  

Because Ontario dental assistants are unregulated, there is no perceived difference between those of us who attended a formal school and those who were trained on the job. Yet, we are responsible for performing 
intra-oral duties, ensuring infection control and taking radiographs, which is considered to be a controlled act 
in most other provinces. These are critically important tasks that, if not done properly, could have a negative effect on our patients’ health and well-being. With the heightened sensitivity around infection control in Canada, it would stand to reason that it is in the public’s best interest that Ontario dental assistants be regulated as soon as possible. 

I am well aware of the global economic crisis, and I understand that this needs to be a top priority, but I am respectfully asking that you not overlook the critical nature of this regulation request. Ontario dental assistants want to be regulated, and we owe it to the dental community and our patients to make it happen. 

Please reconsider moving the HPRAC review of Ontario dental assistants to its originally planned date.

Thank you.

Your name here
